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On The Elections
Editorial Opinion

Well the mid-term elections are over so we

don’t have to hear so much about the llber-

als, conservatives, democrats, repubhcans,
the tea party and all the other so ¢alled sav-
iors of the repubhc ing the. campal‘ ns
we heard about unemployn ”ent health:_care
and taxes and at’s just about it. What we
didn’t hear,:a, out is the war that all of these
saviors of thie re
ten or; have elected to 1gnore. There was no
peace’ movement m the political process thls |
year.. Nobody seemed to be worried aboiit
those on the front line who-deal with the mis-
ery on a day to day basns -

We heard about how much in debt we are to
China; how' ‘much universal health care is

going to, cost us, but not how. much the:war 1s :

costing us, either in money or destroyed
lives. On an average, 650 veterans commlt
suicide every year; and none of our elected
officials seem to. be appalled by this figure.
The war is breakmg us financlally and mor- |
ally. Way back when troops were first sent to

the middle east we were msured by Washlng-

ton that this was not gomg to be another
Vietnam they promised us everythmg accept
“The boys will be home for Christmas.” If
they had just said that we would have known
we were in for a screwin’.

~ But, we were e too worried about whose a lib-
“eral and whose a.coiiservative to give a damn
‘about the issues of whose going to do the dy-

mg in thls th:rd World shlt-hole of a country.

- :The common answer 1s 1f we pull out now
~that all of those who have been killed have
 died for nothing. T love and respect everyone
blic seem to have fOngt' ~'who has gone over there to serve but; truth is
:truth and my oplnlon lS that they dld dle for

nothmg

'The president of Afghanlstan who we put in
'office ‘and have supported is: now threatemng

“to jOlll the Taliban if the US doesn’t kiss: his

butt. Pakistan is complalmng._ bout Amerl-

‘canincursions into their country and nobody

knows what the hell is going on in Iraq ‘and
Iran is starting to sound llkera'moderate

Anyhow that’s the way I see lt I may be
wrong but it feels- good to get'it off my chest.

Meanwhile another generatlon of Americans

has their war to fight
“Say a prayer for the common 1 foot soldier...

Steve Parsons- iy
Happy Thanksgiving
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Some Things Upcoming

It’s that time of the year when we shift into
party mode. As we do this, let’s not forget
our troops, both those in harms way and
those preparing to go or those in a support
role. Thanksgiving and Christmas away
from home when you are young and in the
service can as we all know be a lonely experi-
ence. There are several “Adopt a Troop”
sites and sites where you can send a message
to someone in the service. If nothing else say
a prayer and keep a good thought.
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Social News

The Chapter is decorated and ready for the
season. When you stop by, please notice the
front window. Barb and Susan have done an
outstanding job decorating for the season
with a veteran’s perspective.

Once again I remind everybody that every
Wednesday is game night at the Chapter fea-
turing poker and pool which starts about
6:00PM and goes until it’s over, you decide.
Friday night we have our TGIF. It starts
around 6:00 so come on in and meet the
membership. Each member is permitted to
bring one guest. Remember, every third
TGIF is members only. And as usual the
third Saturday of each month is our monthly
social. We will have a New Years Eve party,
which will be on New Years Eve as usual.
Come on down to the Chapter and watch the
ball drop and kiss a stranger. Don’t forget
the Super Bowl: more on that later. Last but
not least the moment we’ve all been waiting
for Prince William and Kate Middleton will
be getting married April 29, can’t wait for
that.

Color Guard

The Color Guard has wrapped up another
successful marching season and will just do
plantings for the rest of the year. Joe Bren-
nan was recently re-elected for yet another
term as Color Guard Commander. As is al-
ways the story, volunteers are needed. On
the subject of volunteers I would like to
thank everyone who pitched in this year in
one way or the other. I was going to men-
tion a few names but, I know that 1 would
miss half the people who did the “Grunt”
work this past year. However 1 will men-
tion Ken (Mother) Hausman who has been
tireless this year with his food coordination
and logistics. Helen Forbeck and her crew
of elves decorated the Chapter for the
Christmas Season and they also deserve a
holiday tip of the helmet for such a creative
and festive effort, it’s worth coming in to
see.

By the time you read this the Chapter
Christmas party at Rocky Gap will be his-
tory. While it is still fresh in your mind let
us know how you liked it, or what you did-
n’t like about it. Buf, suggestions for im-
provement should come with each com-

plaint. ¥
ik

Stuck for some last minute Christmas
gifts? Check out the Chapter Store open 8
— 5 Monday thru Friday. Just about every-
thing is on sale and you can help the Chap-
ter also. If you are interested in a Chapter
Jacket talk to Barb or Susan about the
arrangements and design.
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Mobile Vet Center

A reminder to all veterans that there is a
Mobile Vet Center Bus located on the
downtown Cumberland Mall. It is there
Mondays, 10:00 A.M.-4:00 P.M. and Tues-
days, 8:00 A.M.-4:00 P.M. with a coun-
selor available to discuss combat related
concerns with veterans and their families.

The following is one mans opinion and is
offered without comment

The harassment and discrimination I have
encountered by some officers and Board
members, over the last few months has to
stop here and now. The fact that informa-
tion from my DD-214 became the topic of
conversation on the smoking deck among
non-members is unacceptable. There is no
leadership among you who took part in
this or ignored it. Being a decorated com-
bat veteran and career military man has
left me feeling like it's the worst accom-
plishment of my life. For those of you who
have caused me to feel this way (you know
who you are). I don't want apologies or
friendship from you, I just want to be left
alone. I've done my best to serve the mem-
bership of Chapter 172, because they're
what is most important, and 1 will con-
tinue to do so. I've never downplayed what
other vets have experienced and don't ex-
pect that from people who call themselves
my friends.

Semper Fi
Chip Sours

MERRY CHRISTMAS
AND
HAPPY HOLIDAYS
FROM
PRESIDENT BOB COOK
ALL OF THE OFFICERS
AND
BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF
VVA CHAPTER 172

PEACE

Ghapten Office Wews from Bank and Susan
We woald likie to wisk you all & wonderful

Joy and Ylessings for you and youna .
Thanks for your patwnage in the store.
Se ya wert year!/
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CHAPTER 172 OFFICERS AND BOARD
FOR
2010-2011

President, Bob Cook
First Vice-Pres., Steve Parsons
Second Vice-Pres., Roger Krueger
Secretary, Bill Lange
Treasurer, Stanley Kline

Board of Directors
Chip Bosley, Joe Brennan
Rodger Long, Bob Peck,
Chip Sours, Jim Williams

State Council Delegates
Rodger Long, Chip Sours,

Harold Stallings, Jim Williams

Alternate State Council Delegates
Bob Cook, Steve Fryer,

David Shaulis, Howard Stitcher

Nominating Committee
Charlie Fisher, Ken Hausman,

Howard Stitcher, Gary Valentine

Agent Orange............ «.ee.Bob Cook
Chaplain....................Rodger Long
Color Guard................. Joe Brennan
Comm. Serviee..............Chip Bosley
Constitution................. Steve Parsons
ETABO......coovvvrinicennn. Stan Kline

Email the editor Steve Parsons s-eparsons@atlanticbb.net

Disclaimer

-

Finance...........osvvuesveennaa Bill Lange

Govt. Affairs.......ovuvenees Jim Williams
Grunt Shirt.......... creasenes Chip Bosley
Health & Care............. ...Bob Cook
House Committee............. Chip Sours
Membership........coeerrrorne Bill Lange
Minority Affairs......oceenirse Bob Peck
Museum....... ceeessnsrrnrases Ray Everly
Newsletter.................. Steve Parsons
POW/MIA.......... S Bob Peck

Reflections................Roger Krueger
Scholarship Comm.,....Rusty Dennison
Social Committee...............Bill Lange

Veterans Benefits...., reresernnnn BODC00K
Veterans Affairs........... Jim Williams

Veterans Assistance............Bill Lange
Web Site...ccoovneennen. Nelson Lindeman
Women Veterans......... .Harlan Smith

The newsletter The Point is a monthly publication of chapter 172. The viewpoinis or opinions expressed in this
publication are solely those of the writer and are meant only for informational and entertainment purposes. These

opinions do not represent the official policy of VVA National or Chapter 172. All unsigned articles are by the editor;

All other submissions will have the contributor's name as a byline.

Chapter Meetings

>

Chapter meetings are the first Thursday of each month at 2000 hours at the Chapter Home 17 North Liberty Street,
Cumberland, Maryland. Boards of Directors meetings are the first Thursday beginning at 1800 hours. All members
are encouraged to attend both the membership and Board of Directors meetings.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

VIETNAM VETERANS OF AMERICA, INC
Tri-State Appalachian Chapter 172

17 N. LIBERTY STREET
CUMBERLAND, MD 21502-2312

Non-Profit Org,
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
Cumberland, MDD}
Permit No. 971




