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HMMMm

As some of you may have heéard I was suppose’d'to
have surgery for a total kneereplacement,ff\.f,_lay 11th.
The VA hospital called me N'Iay' 9th and cancelled
the surgery for the fourth tlme Thls time it was be-

cause my bones are too big and I have to have a spe- o

cial knee made Just for me.. Must have been all that
milk I drank asa kid, So anyhow I got my trlp to
0.C. for the Memorlal Day weekend back and dld
not lose my deposnt Belleve it or not the Surgeon :
who was to. do the procedure called me himself (yes,
on the phone) It was like a call from God, except |
dlsappomtlng. Whlch is exactly why “The Point?” is -

late thls month. I was expected to be taken up Ill the

“rapture” on the 24th and you sinners would have to_
put “The Pomt” out w1thout me. Although no one

Another one bites the dust

: Cumberl'and'_lo'ses another one of those things that ’

_magde it so unique. In 1966, the last class graduated

from. LaSalle Htgh School on Centre St. Several

chapter members, graduated or flunk out of the
excluswe boys”’ school ' ‘ -

: LaSalle was operated : and taught by a rellglous group
- _known as the Christian Brothers most of whom came
of duty in a reformatory school known as Salnt Ga-
" briel’s Hall. Cumberland was’ supposed to' be an
-easy duty station after that. Just like Vletnam after a

few years at “The Hall” some of the Brothers had a

"_small adjustment problem. Ask anybody who at-
tended school there if you had a problem with one of
_ your téachers they were more than willing to. give
you speclal counseling in the football locker room
" There was also the annual bloodletting, euphulstncal-
Iy known as the f‘Faculty, Seniors Flag Football

X _Game” This game was held in the spring so no var-

Chapter Famllv Ptcmc-Saturdav JuneI 8

Ali Ghan Shrme plcnlc grounds starting at noon and
ending around 1800 hours. Brlng the Kids, brmg
mom, and dad brmg a good attntude and a few bucks
to help out with- costs We wnll have plenty of raffles
and neat stuff for you to win or buy The Iron e
Mountain Roller Girlz have promlsed to send a few
bodies to help with the gamming so more mcmhers :
and guests can enjoy the festivities.

“The Lord gives and the Lord takes- - - -
Get prepared before he takes you”
eesans From the Sky Pilot

- Eity players would mlss the- game due to anurles

5 _. Every student who attended LaSalIe ‘can tell you sto-

ries of the manner in which dlsclphne was handed

:out and everybody gota servmg of it even the “good”

kids. I. am told that there is a' “Men of LaSalle Night”
planned for- thls sumpmer. And yes one of our man-

. tra’s was “Boys w1ll be boys, but LaSalle boys will be
gentlemen” After 106 years the Christian Brothers
-are leavlng Cumberland but left behind is a rich leg-

acy.

News I never got

Last Wednesday, a large camper floated down the
Potomac and went over the damn in Cumberland.
Go to You Tube and punch in trailer over the damn
in Camberland. It didn’t seem to make the local
news, at least I didn’t see it,




How About This

When I was a fair haired lad of tender years, my fa-

ther decided that I needed some character develop-
ment and the perfect thing for me was to join the Lit-
tle League, with no consideration of the fact that I
hated baseball. So in my first game I was condemned
to center field. so amuse myself, I sat down in the dirt
and pulled out my pocket knife and started digging.
What happened next is somewhat interesting. 1 dug
up this bronze medal pictured here. It is my oldest
possession and has been with me since that fateful day
when I was kicked off my little league for carrying a
knife. So as the years have gone by, I have tried to
research what’s the deal with this bronze medal. So I
put it to you my faithful readers, can you identify it.
One thing that has remained in my mind we were
playing in the old Allegany H.S. field which was and is
directly adjacent to Rose Hill Cemetery. At the edge
of the cemetery were several old World War I grave
sites which were badly eroded and uncared for. |
have always wondered if it had washed from one of
those graves. The medal will be in the Chapter if you
care to see it in person, you will not be allowed to re-
move it from the office. So how about “a little help”

from my friends.

The front of the cross has the dates of WWI with
«World War I Service” inscribed across the ribbon.
The back of the cross has inscribed:

Preserved by the Citizens of the District of Columbia,
February and an unreadable date.

On the Bottom it says: Made for Perry & Whitmore
by the Robbins Co. Attleboro, Mass.

One Veteran’s View of a Time Gone By

....Normandy on D-Day.... “Then the morning twi-
light was stabbed by the flashes of ship’s guns
pounding the invasion coast, and the air was rocked
by the explosions of shells from guns and bombs
from the planes. Rockets traced fiery arcs across
the sky. The choppy waters of the channel made
many of the troops seasick in the assault boats.
German artillery plowed into the water, into assault
boats and larger vessels, blowing them to destruc-
fion. Mines exploded with fremendous shock.
Beach and boats drew closer. Fear gripped the men
but courage welled from within them. The ramps
were let down, the men waded though obstacle
strewn water, they reached the beaches. The inva-
sion had begun”.... Major George H. Nicholson
U.S. Army Air Forces, 1945 from a letter to his
wife the day before his death:

Memorial Day will come and go as it does every
year and we veterans will be touted by just about
every VSO newsletter and magazine to remember
Memorial Day and to honor our dead brothers
and sisters. We are the veterans, we don’t have to
be told that, it is the vast majority of Americans
who will celebrate nothing but a day off. Tell
them, not us, we know the price in one way or an-
other. We have paid a small amount of the fee.
As oft stated, “freedom is not free” . On Sept.
11th, 2001 there was a dramatic price increase. On
May 11th, 2011, SEAL Team Six issued a price
rollback.

1 may be prejudiced, I hope you are too; America
is the greatest country on this planet....

GOD BLESS AMERICA

Honoring our Fallen F. emale Veterans

Vietnam Veterans of America, Chapter 172 will be
honoring women veterans who lost their lives in
Vietnam on Friday, July 1st, 1700 at the Chapter.
Please come and help in our remembrance of
these women who paid the ultimate price for free-
dom. TGIF will be after the service. Everybody is
welcome to the service, but chapter policy of mem-
ber and one guest only takes effect for TGIF.
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ALL NEW TRANSFERS

Stop by the Chapter office and pick a military or
patriotic transfer and have it put on a shirt.
We also have transfers for the ladies. We also have
denim and kbaki totes to put transfers on.
Many to choose from so stop in and check it out.
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‘ Email the editor Steve Parsons s-eparsons@atlantichb.net

Disclaimer

Govt. Affairs........c.eevees Mike Jordan
Grunt Shirt....ccceeivevneen Chip Bosley
Health & Care............. ...Bob Cook
House Committee.............Chip Bosley
Membership.......cc.ovreuneen Bill Lange
Minority Affairs.........coveeee Bob Peck
Museum.....ooiviereenes vee...Ray Everly
Newsletter.......ocoivavenne Steve Parsons
POW/MIA.......iovnvrrrinianne Bob Peck
Public Affairs............... David Shaulis
Reflections................Roger Krueger
Substance Abuse........... ..Chip Bosley

Scholarship Comm.....Rusty Dennison
Social Committee...............Bill Lange
Veterans Benefits....cooveneennee. Bob Cook
Veterans Affairs...........Jim Williams
Veterans Assistance............ Bill Lange
Web Site.coieicisrenrens Nelson Lindeman
Women Veterans.......... Harlan Smith

The newsletter The Point is a monthly publication of chapter 172. The viewpoints or opinions expressed in this
publication are solely those of the writer and are meant only for informational and entertainment purposes. These
opinions do not represent the official policy of VVA National or Chapter 172. All unsigned articles are by the editor;
All other submissions will have the contributor's name as a byline.

Chapter Meetings

Chapter meetings are the first Thursday of each month at 2000 hours at the Chapter Home 17 North Liberty Street,
Cumberland, Maryland. Boards of Directors meetings are the first Thursday beginning at 1800 hours. All members

are encouraged to attend both the membership and Board of Directors meetings.
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